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Statement from Becca Rausch on the  

Mass Murder of Jews at Tree of Life Synagogue in Squirrel Hill 
 
I am a Jewish mother. My husband and I are blessed to have two sons. Each child had a brit milah (a.k.a. 
bris), and each brit was one of the most powerful moments of our lives. I sobbed so much at the first 
one I couldn't speak. I managed to eek out a few words at the second. 
 
The brit milah is a celebration of life. It was for each of our sons. It was for every other brit I have 
attended, and it should have been for the family at the Tree of Life synagogue on Saturday morning in 
Squirrel Hill. Instead, it was a celebration of life marred forever by the stain of hate and cold-blooded 
murder. 
 
To attack a synagogue on Shabbat, a day of rest and peace, and particularly when people have gathered 
to celebrate a baby’s birth, is a hate crime so profound and horrific that it should shake every single one 
of us to our core. Without question, I am. I am shaken. On Saturday, I was physically shaking. I sat in the 
chair where I nursed my sons and rocked them to sleep, writing this statement, and shaking. 
 
Let’s be blunt about what this is – blatant anti-Semitism, fueled at least in part by racism and 
anti-immigrant hatred. This is hate. This is utter disregard for humanity. 
 
My family is no stranger to hate and utter disregard for humanity. We have lost people because of it. 
Our children have been evacuated from their preschool because of it. 
 
And this isn’t only about anti-Semitism. This is about all people who are different in some way. 
Whatever your identity, however that identity is marked as different, this is about you. And someone 
out there hates you for it. And as we’ve seen, that someone can get a gun and kill you because of it. 
 
The answer is NOT more guns in schools, in houses of faith, or anywhere else that should be a space of 
safety, community, learning, growth, and peace. 
 
At least part of the answer is to ELECT LEADERS who will fight against hate and discrimination for any 
reason. ELECT LEADERS who will fight for gun violence prevention. ELECT LEADERS who will fight for 
mental health services. ELECT LEADERS who will fight for communities and respect and humanity. 
 
You know what I did on Saturday? I hugged my boys and my husband extra long and extra tight. I hope 
you did, and continue to do the same with your loved ones. And now we GET BACK TO WORK. Because 
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this doesn’t change with a bunch of social media posts. This changes with work at every level of 
government, in every community, in every family, in every household. This changes with us. 
 
I will not stand for hatred, bigotry, discrimination, or vitriol. I will not stand for the cold-blooded murder 
we see, now regularly, fueled by that hate. I will not stand for the senseless absence of gun violence 
prevention laws we need. Nor will I stand for any attempts to strip away people’s humanity because of 
their identities. 
 
May the memories of those lost on Saturday, and in every senseless act of hate preventable by better 
laws and better elected leaders, be a blessing. And may these tragic losses fuel each and every one of us 
to action. 
 
Do not let these innocent people die in vain. We have 8 days. Just 8 days until the most important 
elections of our time. Get up and help, and vote. Vote like your life depends on it. Because it does. 
 

* * * 
 

Becca Rausch is an elected Needham Town Meeting Member, an attorney with over a decade of 
experience, and a lifelong advocate for social justice, fairness, and equality. As State Senator, she will 
work to build a Massachusetts government that works for all of us, prioritizing equitable access to health 
care, addressing opioid epidemic, and funding for public education, so we all get a fair shot at living our 
happiest, healthiest lives. Learn more about Becca’s campaign for MA State Senate in the Norfolk, Bristol 
& Middlesex District at www.beccarausch.com. 

 

Democratic Nominee for MA State Senate, Norfolk, Bristol & Middlesex District 
P.O. Box 920527, Needham, MA 02492 

www.beccarausch.com  ★  campaign@beccarausch.com 

   @BeccaforStateSenate  ★    @Becca4MASenate 

2 

http://www.beccarausch.com/
http://www.beccarausch.com/
mailto:campaign@beccarausch.com

